University of Arkansas Libraries
OER Program Application
The OER Team helps with copyright questions, accessibility work, and finding or building materials throughout your project. This application covers OER Creations, OER Remixes, New Editions, and Ad Hoc Special Projects.
Part I. Choose Your Program Line
Check the line that best fits your project. Full descriptions are on the OER Program page at libraries.uark.edu/oer.
☐  OER Creation (funded, up to $7,500)
Create a substantial open resource in an area where a suitable one does not already exist.
☐  OER Remix (funded, up to $2,000)
Curate and adapt existing open resources into a new, course ready collection.
☐  New Edition (funded, up to $5,000)
Substantially revise an existing University of Arkansas authored open resource.
☐  Ad Hoc Special Project (funding considered case by case)
A project that does not fit the lines above. The OER Team will work with you to define scope and support.
Part II. Applicant and Course Information
Applicant ____________________________
Email ____________________________
Department ____________________________
Are you employed for nine months of the year or twelve months of the year? ____________________________
Course Number ______________
Course Title ____________________________
Is this a University Core elective? __________
Is this a core course for the major? __________
How many sections of this course are typically offered? __________
How many sections of this course do you personally teach? __________
What is the primary modality of the section or sections you will work on in this project?
☐  In person, meeting in a classroom
☐  Online (all sections of an online course use the same textbook, so choosing this means every online section of this course will move to open materials as part of this project)
How many students do you typically teach in one section? __________
If you are applying for an OER Creation or OER Remix, complete the two questions below. If you are applying for a New Edition, skip these and go to the New Edition section in Part III instead.
Current textbook or materials (title, author, publisher, cost) ________________________
Do you typically assign the print or online version? ______________
Is the current textbook an inclusive access package, sometimes called First Day access? __________
Will this project eliminate the need for students to purchase required textbooks, access codes, or homework platforms in this course? (No cost to students)
Yes ______   No ______   Not sure ______
If no or not sure, please explain: ______________________________
Part III. Line Specific Information
Complete only the section below that matches the program line you chose in Part I.
A. OER Creation
How will your creation project differ from existing resources? ________________________
Will you create entirely original content, or write your own material alongside a small amount of adapted openly licensed content? ________________________
B. OER Remix
Have you identified any existing resources you plan to draw from? If so, list titles, authors, and links if known. ________________________
How will you organize, sequence, or adapt these resources for your course? ________________________
C. New Edition
Eligibility for New Editions is still being finalized by the OER Campus Advisory Board. The questions below reflect our current draft criteria and may change before this line is fully approved.
Title and link of the existing University of Arkansas authored open resource you plan to revise ____________________
Year of original publication and current edition number ________________
Has it been at least three years since this resource’s last substantial revision?   Yes ____   No ____
What kind of update does this resource need? Check all that apply.
☐  New research or scholarship in the field
☐  Updated examples, data, or context
☐  Structural reorganization
☐  Accessibility remediation to meet current standards
☐  Conversion to a new format or platform
Other (describe) ________________________
As a general guideline, a New Edition should involve substantial revision, meaning change to roughly 60 percent or more of the resource. Minor copyediting or isolated corrections alone do not qualify. Briefly describe the scope of the revision you are proposing.
 ____________________________________________________________
D. Ad Hoc Special Project
Briefly describe your project and the outcomes you hope to achieve. ________________________
You may submit this description in place of the one-to-two-page statement in Part V. The OER Team will follow up with you to discuss scope and support.
Part IV. Funding and Compensation Acknowledgment
I understand that any work I create with OER Team funding must be assigned an open license, Creative Commons preferred. I understand that digital links or editable files must be shared with the OER Team so the work can be added to the University of Arkansas institutional repository or the University of Arkansas Pressbooks platform for public access. I will follow program guidelines, meet regularly with the Open Education Librarian to discuss progress and receive support, and work toward the timeline we agree on together.
I understand that funded compensation is issued in two parts. The first payment is issued when I complete and publish the resource. The second payment is issued after I teach with the resource for at least one semester and submit a short reflection.
I understand that funded compensation requires me to switch all of the sections of this course that I personally teach to the resulting open material. This does not require every other instructor who teaches this course to make the same switch.
Signature of applicant ______________________________
Date ____________________
OER work and service compensation
I understand that creating or substantially revising open educational resources through this program is considered a service activity by the University of Arkansas. I understand that the University permits participation in only one service activity at a time. If I am currently receiving compensation or course release for another service commitment, for example a fellowship, grant, or administrative assignment, I will talk with my department chair and the OER Team before accepting this award. I understand that this project will be paused until my existing compensated service commitment has ended.
Applicant initials ______________
Department Chair Endorsement
I support ____________________________
in developing open educational resources for the course or courses listed above. I will encourage other faculty who teach this course in the future to consider using these materials. I am not aware of any departmental rules or accreditation factors related to this course that would make it hard for the applicant to create or revise open educational resources.
I acknowledge that this OER project is a service activity and that the University permits participation in only one service activity at a time. To the best of my knowledge, this applicant’s current service commitments allow for participation in this program.
Department Chair printed name __________________________
Signature of Department Chair __________________________
Date ____________________
Part V. Project Statement
In a statement of one to two pages, tell us about your goals for this project. Include an overview of your course content and student learning objectives and describe how this project will affect University of Arkansas students.
If you are applying for an Ad Hoc Special Project, you may submit the brief description from Part III instead of this statement.
Submission
Applications open twice a year, once for fall and once for spring. Each call has a specific opening date and due date, which we announce ahead of time.
For fall 2026, the call opens September 29, 2026, and applications are due October 26, 2026.
Please send completed applications to oer@uark.edu. Questions are welcome at any point before you apply.
