
 University of Arkansas Libraries 
 

Faculty Senate Library Committee 
Meeting Summary 
April 20, 2009 
3:30, Rm. 486 
 
Members Present:  Dean Carolyn Allen (ex officio), Ethel Goodstein-Murphee, Tatsuya 
Fukushima, Fran Hagstrom, Nan Miller, Luti Salisbury 
 
Others Present:  Alberta Bailey (Head of Public Services), Anne Marie Candido (Assistant to the 
Dean), Juana Young (Associate Dean) 
 

 
Dean Allen opened the meeting by updating those present on the library’s current Serials Review 
project.  The library has been asking each academic department in the University to review the 
journals supporting their programs and to examine which journals have duplicate or multiple 
access, which ones are little-used, and which ones could possibly be canceled in favor of rapid 
24-hour (or less) delivery of articles electronically to their desktops.  In this effort to focus in on 
serials in the collection that are absolutely necessary, the library then can perhaps close its 
collections gap of $390,000 and help the library to purchase more books.  Right now, books have 
not been ordered for several months because journal subscriptions are eating up funding for 
books. Dean Allen mentioned that she, Judy Ganson (the library’s collection development 
librarian), and the relevant library subject selector have been visiting each department to discuss 
this important project and the repercussions of not reviewing journals in this way. 
 
Dean Allen announced the recent legislative bill to assist in one-time funds of $800,000 for 
special collections.  A total of $200,000 will be going to the Special Collections Department, 
with $600,000 going to the Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History. We will have to 
wait until the budget is passed to see if the money flows.  At this time, we have been informed 
that 75 percent would come in fiscal year 2010 and 25 percent in fiscal year 2011. 
 
Regarding the budget for the coming fiscal year we are still in the dark.  We should not its status 
sometime in late May or so. 
 
Dean Allen encouraged members of this Committee and faculty at large to express their concern 
over not having the breadth and depth of collections that they need to support their programs. 
This kind of advocacy, especially as a concerted effort, could be effective coming from the 
faculty. 
 
The Libraries have had an approximate 16 percent loss of endowment funds over the last year.    
Payoffs of interest are on a three-year rolling average and may surpass 16 percent in future years. 
 
Dean Allen mentioned that the library administration has been told that the library can continue 
with planning for remodeling and a new west wing.  The remodeling will include an automatic 
retrieval system which would allow a portion of the collections to be in compact shelving, where 
books would be retrieved immediately upon request and thus provide more space.  The one 
disadvantage would be that the books in this shelving could not be browsed.  The library will be 
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sure that the collections that most need to be browsed will not be included into this section.  
There are also tentative plans for the Honors College and the campus Multimedia Center to be 
included in the new and newly remodeled space.  The Libraries will still have to raise money for 
at least half of total cost as soon as the program planning phase is over.  The total estimate for 
the project is approximately $84 million. Fundraising probably will not begin until the University 
launches its next big capital campaign.  Discussions and planning with the architects will resume 
this summer to refine the plans that have already been approved by the Chancellor and Executive 
Committee. 
 
Anne Marie Candido mentioned that writing tutors, as well as science and math tutors, are now 
available in Mullins Library during the academic year, and a new online “Research Paper 
Wizard” (http://libinfo.uark.edu/reference/wizard/) is available both on the library’s home page 
and on the Quality Writing Center’s home page.  A series of video tutorials are also available 
online (http://libinfo.uark.edu/reference/tutorials.asp).  The tutorials and Wizard were created by 
our librarians, and they have earned some national visibility for their helpfulness to students in 
their research and writing. 
 
For those interested in weekly library updates and developments, you can access the Libraries’ 
online in-house newsletter: http://ualibrary.wordpress.com/ 
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