
Meeting Summary 
Faculty Senate Library Committee 
Tuesday, March 29, 2005 
3:30, Mullins Library, Rm. 486 
 
Members present:  Carolyn Allen (ex officio), Sreekala Bajwa (chair), Mavourneen 
Dwyer, Stephen Langsner, Wingning Li, Hunter Riley (student) 
 
Also Present:  Alberta Bailey (Director for Public Services), Anne Marie Candido 
(Assistant to the Dean, Humanities Selection Coordinator), Juana Young (Associate 
Dean) 
   
   
Sreekala Bajwa asked if there were any corrections to the minutes of the previous 
meeting.  No corrections were given, and the minutes were approved. 
 
Dean Allen distributed copies of the Annual Report (2003-2004) to members of the 
Committee, highlighting some of the Libraries’ accomplishments having to do with 
fundraising and outreach activities.  She emphasized that if any committee member has a 
question to be sure to feel free to contact her (575-6702).  She mentioned that one major 
highlight of the collections was that the Libraries have continued to purchase major 
journal databases so that now the acquisition of online serials has been able to make up to 
a large degree for some of the past cuts in print journals.  The Libraries will have to 
continue, however, the policy of “one-in, one-out” for acquisition of new journals. 
 
Dean Allen invited all present at the meeting to the opening of the Senator David Pryor 
Papers on April 14 at 3:30 p.m.  Pryor’s papers have now been fully processed and will 
become available to faculty, students, and outside researchers.  The event will occur in 
the Helen Robson Walton Reading Room, and seating will also be available in the 
Periodicals Reading Room, where closed-circuit TVs will be available for guests in that 
room to view the event should the Walton Reading Room become too full. 
 
Alberta Bailey reported that the new electronic reserves service has been very successful 
and popular.  The library is offering faculty initial assistance with copyright issues when 
they arise.  
 
Bailey also mentioned that the Libraries are experimenting with electronic “chat” 
reference service. The software used for this service is being shared with Iowa State 
University Libraries and USC Libraries as part of an initiative of the Greater Western 
Library Alliance.  This service can be accessed through the “Ask a Question” link on the 
library home page.   
 
Dean Allen mentioned that the library is trying to encourage use of the print collection 
and will thus soon be featuring a new book shelf for browsing.  It will be located against 
the west wall in the reference collection area across from the Periodicals Room.  New 



books can also be electronically browsed through a link on the library’s home page 
located under the rotating pictures from the current art exhibit. 
 
Dean Allen and Anne Marie Candido highlighted some of the e-resources purchased by 
the library during the past several months.  Many of these have been highlighted in the 
Annual Report. 
 
Dean Allen reported that the Libraries had to use most of its collection budget monies to 
renew journal subscriptions.  However, the Walton one-time money ($5 million) has 
allowed the library to increase its one-time purchases (including books, microforms, 
videos, audio recordings, etc.) substantially this year.  The library hopes soon to be able 
to subscribe to more newspapers—especially to the backfiles of major newspapers.  The 
library continues to try to arrive at a more balanced collection that allows increased 
purchasing for books in the humanities.   
 
The current budget for books is approximately $4.3 million comprised from private gifts 
and state funding.  A budget of $5.59 million is projected for 2006. 
 
Dean Allen mentioned that subject librarians have been busy writing assessments of the 
collections for their subject areas.  They will need more training, however, since this 
exercise is somewhat new to them.  A collection development and management librarian 
from the University of Kentucky and Penn State University will be visiting the library in 
May to provide advice and training.  Dean Allen has identified the University of 
Kentucky Libraries as the peer library that best serves as a model for our library.  
Although the University of Kentucky is a larger university and although its library is a 
member of the Association of Research Libraries (ARL), it shares with ours a very 
similar mission. 
 
Dean Allen asked members of the Committee if they had any issues to bring up or any 
comments about the library generally.  A few of the members mentioned how pleased 
they were with the increasing number of online full-text databases at their disposal, and 
Hunter Riley noted that the library seems to be used more heavily than ever before. 
 
Dean Allen brought up the issue of printing costs to the Committee.  The library has 
always provided free computer printing to students, but the costs are now becoming 
prohibitive.  It is estimated now that the Libraries will have to spend $32,000 a year to 
sustain the current level of printing.  The library is thus looking at ways to get support for 
this expense, perhaps from student telefees.  There will be more information about this 
later, but Dean Allen wanted to give Committee members a heads up about this issue. 
 
Hunter Riley suggested that in the meantime, the library could display awareness signs 
requesting students to conserve on printing as much as possible. 
 
Sreekla Bajwa thanked everyone for their reports and adjourned the meeting at 4:45. 
 
 



  


