
University of Arkansas Libraries, Fayetteville, Arkansas  
Admin Group meeting  
Monday, June 12, 2017 
Present: Carolyn Henderson Allen, Molly Boyd, Marco de Prosperis, and Lora Lennertz. 
 
Facilities / Business Services  
The Admin Group reviewed the travel requests for FY2018. Marco will separate “official 
business” travel, which is assigned travel associated with one’s job duties, and elective travel for 
professional development or other purposes. The Admin Group approved the travel budget at the 
same rate as last year, with $3000 being allocated per employee for professional development 
travel requests. The Director of Development will have a separate travel budget for donor visits 
from travel for professional development.  
 
The Admin Group reviewed the equipment requests for FY2018. The dean suggested that 
equipment requests include more description of the projected use of the equipment and how it is 
tied to goals or programs. Software requests should be compiled separately from equipment 
requests. All software requests should include information about multi-year discounts where 
available. Marco will send out a poll to faculty and non-classified staff asking for their need for a 
tablet, due to concerns about air travel with laptops, and a general preference. The Admin Group 
will re-visit the request for tablets based on the poll’s results. 
 
Marco de Prosperis reported that we have still not heard back from campus administration on the 
1% return on the budget. 
 
Personnel Updates 
The classified staff salary increases details have not yet been decided, but information will be 
sent out within the next week, regarding the increase and how it will be distributed (one-time 
lump sum payment or added to the salary base). 
 

• The Engineering Librarian position has not yet been posted. 
• The processing archivist position is ready to post. 
• The Monographs Cataloging search is wrapping up. 
• The Promotion and Tenure Committees for the Libraries are reviewing the dossier of the 

Associate Dean candidate. 
• The new Librarian in Residence, Marianne Williams, will begin on July 10. 
• The new Head of Special Collections, Lori Birrell, will also begin on July 10. 
• The returning Business Librarian, Jonathan Torres, will begin on August 1. 
• Judy Robinson moved to cataloging assistant on June 1.  
• Chelsea Hoover, Music and Media Cataloging Assistant, will begin on August 14. 
• The new Special Collections Reading Room Technician, Misha Gardner, began on June 

5. 
• Faculty mentors have been assigned for all tenure-track faculty. 

 
The SAA preconference workshop was a success with 21 attendees, including visitors from 
Texas Tech, the University of Houston, the University of Texas at Arlington, Texas A & M at 



Corpus Christi, Lamar University, University of Nebraska-Kearney, the Arkansas State 
Archives, and the Research Editor from the Dallas Morning News.  
 
Another SAA workshop is scheduled for October 6: Describing Archives: A Content Standard 
(DACT). 
 
Drew Beisswenger and Kasey Kelm attended a week-long training at the University of North 
Texas last week. 
 
A trainer from the Library of Congress will come here for a one-week cataloging training session 
in either September or October; the date has not yet been set. 
 
The ALCTS virtual preconference on June 6 and 7, for which Jeff Banks negotiated a reduced 
rate for CUACRL members, was attended by UAPB and UAMS. 
 
Richard Ray will hold a benefits briefing on Thursday, June 15, at 3 pm in Mullins Library 104. 
 
Other Updates 
The Libraries have reached a tentative agreement with the Bentonville Film Festival to hold their 
archives.  
 
There will be a film screening in the fall during International Education Week of “From the Land 
of Gandhi.”  
 
The Libraries will host three librarians and technical services staff from the University of 
Kerbala (Iraq) in late September or October. Faculty are working with Lora Lennertz to develop 
program objectives and schedule of assignments. 


