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University of Arkansas Libraries Reference, Instruction, and 
Selectors meeting 1/15/2020 

 

Attendees: Kathleen A. Lehman; Amy L. Allen; Beth Juhl ;Deborah E. 
Kulczak; Donna E. Daniels ; Joshua Cobbs Youngblood; Martha A. 
Anderson; Mary A. Gilbertson; Necia T. Parker-Gibson; Normastel Mosby 
Johnson; Phillip J. Jones; Sarah Emily Spiegel; Lora L. Lennertz; Laura 
Cameron; Marianne Richael Williams; Elaine Thornton; Luti Salisbury; 
Mandi Smith; Tony Stankus; Drew Beisswenger; Molly D. Boyd; Stephanie 
Pierce; Jay McAllister III; Melanie Griffin; Melody Herr;  
 
 

• Global Campus update – Carolyn Smith 
• Classroom technology for library instruction room (renovation related)  

o Obtained additional clarification on needs 
• Service point consolidation – Kathleen 

o No longer will be staffing the East desk.   
• NYT Microfilm  – Deb 

Mary L., Lindsey, and the folks in User Services (Kathleen, Vallee, and Stephanie) have been 
evaluating the condition of microfilm, particularly in the areas of the collection we can tell are 
deteriorating because of the strong vinegar smell.    

Lindsey placed test strips in the Times reels down at LINX, and the news is not good.  We met as a 
group to discuss the options.  In order to retain these reels in the collection, at a minimum we’d need 
to relocate them away from other microfilm and re-box them all.  (They can contaminate other 
microfilm and the metal cabinets they’re stored in.)  A better long-term solution for retention would be 
cold storage, which Mary and Lindsey are investigating but is not an option right now.  Also, cold 
storage requires that requested reels spend at least a day warming to room temperature (if I 
understood correctly) before they can be used.  So not an ideal solution for patrons. 

On behalf of the group, I contacted Joshua and Beth (the two selectors most likely to have strong 
opinions) and also Tess.  I asked if it would be acceptable to withdraw them all and rely on the online 
archive instead, or whether we needed to pursue solutions for retaining or replacing them. 

All three said it was acceptable to withdraw the NTY microfilm.  So next, we’d like to put this on the 
agenda for discussion at an upcoming Reference, Selectors, Instruction meeting. 

 Group consensus was to withdraw. 

 

• Serials gift subscriptions – Mandi 
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Last year, serials checked in 3,472 issues for our active print gift subscriptions (this does not include 
1x donated gifts). Approximately 1,590 of those issues end up in MAIN. Additionally, Serials spent 
approximately 287 hours checking in, 960 hours claiming, and 124 hours dropping active gift 
subscriptions. The 1,371 hours I just detailed does not include time spent by circulation/periodicals, 
binding, or even serials cataloging. This is a classic example of the adage, “there is no such thing as 
a free kitty.”  

Because of space and time constraints, we would like selectors to please review active gift 
subscriptions that are not associated with Special Collections, the Arkansas collection, or the 
University for retention. There are approximately 528 of these “free” titles that represent 
approximately 428 hours of serials work annually. Of this group, approximately 308 titles also have an 
internet location associated with them in Sierra. We hope to have the list out to everyone within the 
week as serials finishes up assigning selectors based off of call numbers. 

Additionally, serials is seriously considering that we stop claiming for the retained titles in this subset 
and would appreciate selector feedback. At this time, we would continue to claim for active print gift 
subscriptions that are associated with Special Collections, the Arkansas collection, the University, 
and some other exceptions like donor supplied subscriptions, but we feel claiming for all of the 
remaining “free” titles is not the best use of our time. 

 Group consensus was to withdraw, but selectors would like to see the list of titles for review 

 Open Athens update - 

• Roundtable 

 1x proposals - discuss process and timeline (Mandi/Joel) 

o Call for proposals is open now – Feb 14, 2020 

o Review – 2/17/20 – 3/17/20; decision shortly after that 

o 2 catergories - <$10K and >$10K 

o Submission done online   

 
                     


