
University of Arkansas 
Scholarly Communications Advisory Committee 
Meeting Minutes  
Date: September 12, 2018 
Time: 2:30-3:30 PM 
Location: Mullins 486 
 
Attendance:  
Melody Herr 
Cedar Middleton 
Mike Bieker 
Fred Spiegel  
Elaine Thornton 
Dennis Beck 
Mary Savin  
Michele Reilly 
 
Welcome and introductions  
 
Update on OER program (Elaine Thornton, Open Education and Distance Education Librarian) 

• Trying to stay more on top of OER statistics (see handout) 
• New Application for OER course conversion program is open; due October 31  
• Open Education Southern Symposium October 1-2, 2018 coming up will have 

presentations and the program schedule available within the repository 
• Open Education Week coming up March 4-8, 2019 

 
Highlights from FY 2018:  Office of Scholarly Communications Progress Report 

• Melody shared some of the report 
 
Current projects 

• Recruitment efforts 
Research centers such as Center for Ethics in Journalism and Archeological Survey 
New issue published for Discovery and the Law Review will be available soon 
Cedar will be sharing the IR and what a great resource it is at the ALPS conference  
September 22, 2018 
 

• Collection of publications resulting from NSF-funded research 
Collecting data from 2014 to present for the pilot project  

Wanting to add a link to published version and in the Comments field 
there is the acknowledgement including the grant numbers.  

 
• Accessibility compliance concerns 

1. Dennis shared that there are different standards being used, and that it may not be 
sustainable 



2. Melody shared that the Office of Scholarly Communications was trained, and the 
team went through the LibGuides and made them accessible and then did an 
assessment on the repository.  

3. Going forward: 
 How much detail should be shared about the image?  
 Who is going to be seeing that and who is going to be consuming that?  
 Accessibility department may be willing to create transcriptions for lectures.  
 Need experts that have already done this and not reinvent or recreate.  
 Microsoft Word does allow you to create the accessibility features and then can 

convert into a PDF.  
 Possibly create a rubric for this, adding the headings and such for the students to 

check off.  
 May need to have staff specifically assigned to training faculty and staff who will 

then train the students.  
 Maybe add into writing class, or maybe ask the folks in the Writing Center.  
 Intro to tech course, lessons on creating accessible documents, may be a good contact. 

(Dennis will follow up)  
 A cooperation between those with disabilities and those without can really help.  
 National Library Service  
 May be better to work with Honor’s College instead of a writing class. 


