
Web Development Group 1/8/08 
Present: Candido, Cantrell, Dixon, Juhl, Morgan, Perez, Walker 
Guest: Elaine Dong 
 
Action items in yellow.  
1. Minutes from 12/11/07 meeting 

approved  
 

2. “Tuesday Times” Blog 
Elaine Dong presented the free WordPress hosted blog that she has developed together with Boyd 
and Candido at http://ualibrary.wordpress.com/ . The goal of this site is to provide an archive for 
Tuesday Times news items and internal staff communication, as well as an experimental environment 
for blogging options.   
 
Dong asked the group about several decisions: 

 
a. Pictures, music, Word documents, and other file types can be uploaded here but the free site 

is limited to 50MB.  Additional storage can be purchased for a fee each year.  
The group suggested that we begin mainly with text files of the Tuesday Times articles and 
comments, with links back to pictures and documents on StaffWeb. 
 
Candido suggested that we change the title to “Tuesday Times” then on the second line, “The 
Staff Blog of the University of Arkansas Libraries.”   
 

b. Up to 35 individuals can be set up with authorizations to edit or add material. 
The group suggested that only Boyd, Candido, and Dong be editors for now, with anyone 
able to add comments. 
 

c. What other content should be placed here? 
Candido suggested that the site should open with a description of Tuesday Times, the 
purpose of the site, etc.   
Juhl suggested that some links be added back to StaffWeb news and events items, such as: 
 

i. Library StaffWeb 
ii. Library Calendar 
iii. Library News 
iv. Campus News (http://dailyheadlines.uark.edu/index.php) 
v. Personnel Directory 
vi. Current Library Committees 
vii. Staff Event Photos 

 
The group also suggested splitting each Tuesday Times release up into separate posts for 
each news item so that comment threads can be posted to each news item, rather than to 
the entire weekly Times.   
 
Perez then discussed some of the widgets / third party solutions he has used on his 
WordPress blog for library residency programs.  One feature the group would like to develop 
is an “opt in” option to receive email alerts whenever an item is added to the site.   
 
The group agreed to launch the site with the Tuesday Times following the MLK holiday or the 
following week.  For the present we will add a link from the Main StaffWeb page and the left 
StaffWeb menu bar.   
 
If the site takes off then we will bring up a locally hosted version with unlimited storage 
capacity. 
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3. Diversity Page 
Perez then reported for the group on ideas for a public presence for library diversity initiatives.  While 
many libraries have staff-side diversity pages, not many feature this information on the main public 
site.   
 
Perez showed the staff Diversity page for Penn State Libraries 
(http://www.libraries.psu.edu/admin/diversity/) which contains some of the main categories he would 
like to see on our page (events, programs, exhibits, resources).   
 
He will discuss the page contents with the newly-configured Diversity Committee and will then work 
with Web Services on its development.  The group agreed to link to this new page on the main page 
under “Departments and Services > Diversity.” 

 
4. Research Planner / Assignment Calculator 

Juhl distributed a sample layout with a left-hand navigator for steps in the process which then expand 
into “bubbles” of content on the right.   
 
The group discussed the email/print options and decided that the main email / print options at the 
top of the page will send a copy of the schedule outline with space for notes; with links back to the 
individual sections.  Each individual section/step will also have a print / email option.  Morgan, Juhl, 
and Cantrell discussed how to provide a stable URL for users; one idea was to pass the subject are, 
start date, and due date as arguments in the stable URL.   
 
It was decided to add the line “Your Subject Librarian for this assignment is… [defaults to Reference 
Department contacts if no subject librarian assigned] line to the top of the page.   

 
The group agreed to use the wiki-like arrows for external links to indicate that one would be leaving 
the site.   
 
The group discussed the overall organization and how to balance the longer sections with shorter 
ones.  It was decided that we would limit the structure to 7 steps, with an introductory welcome 
message / disclaimer on the opening page.  The new assigned sections are: 

 
0. Welcome / Disclaimer – AMC 
1. Getting Started (identify paper topic, write thesis statement, organize research, take 

good notes) – JBD 
2. Find Background Information – LLJ 
3. Find Books – BJ 
4. Find Articles - BJ 
5. Write your Draft – AMC 
6. Cite your Sources – JBD?  
7. Rewrite and Polish – MDB 
 

There are still some sections of JumpStart! to be incorporated; Juhl may ask for volunteers to review 
JumpStart! to indentify content that needs to be ported to main web page.  That is, we may need to 
create “bubbles” of information that are not yet slotted into the research calculator.  
 
The avoiding plagiarism reminder will be placed at the end of many sections; the Ask a Librarian link 
will be at the end of all sections.   
 
The group then listened to Morgan, Cantrell, and Juhl discuss how to parse target dates for each step 
with increasing boredom and bafflement.  It was agreed that, for this first version, we would not try 
to have different time allotments depending on the type of paper, though that may be an 
enhancement for the next iteration.  Instead, we will assign percentages for each step and then the 
programming can calculate whole dates based on those percentages.  If an item is due in less than 5 
days, the program will provide the steps only with no target dates.   
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Cantrell suggested that we develop a table that contains whole dates (start date + N) for up to 365 
days ahead.  This method has the elegance of allowing us to manipulate date steps for long-term and 
short-term projects and to store those values for quick lookup.   
Juhl asked about a name for this module.  Group members, roused from slumber, decided on 
“Research Paper Wizard” with a logo involving a pig and a wizard hat.   
 
For the next meeting, Candido and other authors will provide any completed draft texts to Juhl for 
input into a template and Morgan and Cantrell will work on the scheduling function.    
 

5. A-Z List 
Juhl asked members to review the Site Index at http://libinfo.uark.edu/a-z.asp and to report needed 
additions or corrections by the next meeting.   
 
 

Next meeting: January 22nd 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
B. Juhl  
4 oz.   

http://libinfo.uark.edu/a-z.asp

