
Web Development Group 1/23/07 
Present: Boyd, Cantrell, Juhl, Lennertz Jetton, Morgan … and, after some time, Candido and Nutt 
 
1. Minutes from 12/19/06 meeting 
 approved with one correction. 
 
2. GIS redesign 

http://libinfo.uark.edu/gis/default2.asp 
Arthur showed the latest iteration of this design and asked for comments.  The group suggested 
changes, such as: 

a. no links in h2 headers (looks odd – instead we'll unlink the Geospatial links header) 
 
These pages are ready to receive the migrated content as soon as the GIS team signs off on them.  
 
The group discussed the need to migrate all departmental pages in the coming year, including new 
special pages for Performing Arts and Media.   
 

 
3. Chemistry /  Physics Redesign 

http://libinfo.uark.edu/chemistry/default2.asp 
Arthur also shared this draft, needed since the Chemistry Library will soon reopen.  Suggestions from 
the group included: 

a. separate rotating image and news area 
b. add an h2 on news  
c. reorganize menu choices (Beth will give these to Arthur).   

 
4. Learning Collaborative 

Lora, who was welcomed to the group and assigned to job of candy unleasher, gave a report on the 
activities of this restructured group.  They have been working on resolution size standards for capture 
and broadcast, and recommend capturing at a size of 1024 X 760 and then minimizing for public 
display at 640 X 480, which will fit comfortably on the majority of monitor sizes and resolutions.  
Todd asked about Flash applications to maximize video.   
 
The Collaborative's first product is a short intro to ILL; Tess has worked with the group on the script. 
 The group has determined that each module should be 2-3 minute drills, so this first one will be an 
intro to ILL and how to register.  They hope to have a first product for the public on or near to 
February 1st.   
 
Lora distributed a sample Word document to show a mock-up of the transcript for the hearing 
impaired.  This same format will be used for storyboarding modules before production.  The group 
has experimented with voice recognition software but found it unsatisfactory for transcription 
purposes as the spoken version is often too informal and colloquial.   
 
Todd asked how the group would arrange the modules or drills on the page for ease of navigation 
and for repeat visitors to pick up where they left off.  He offered the model of menus that have plus 
or minus signs to expand or collapse sections.  We would need some kind of cookie set to allow the 
users' browser to remember which modules had already been viewed.  Lora talked about her 
experiments with embedding "next module" links in the training files.  
 
Lora emphasized that the group is focusing on setting standards now so that future work will follow 
similar formats and have a family relationship. A next discussion point is standard metadata for each 
video.  
 
The Web Group was quite enthusiastic about this effort.   
 

5. Spam, spam, spam, spam 
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Todd, Arthur, and Beth reported on recent problems web suggestion forms and databases are having 
with spam submissions.   
 

6. What's New / Future Events 
http://libinfo.uark.edu/info/whatsnew.asp 
Arthur has worked with Molly to re-do the What's New page to display any upcoming events if any 
are present in the database; this is also true for upcoming open class sessions (next item).  Arthur 
also "elegantized" the news items on the right side of that page.   
 

7. New Public Classes pages 
http://libinfo.uark.edu/reference/instruction.asp 
Beth reported that this module is now live; though librarians have not yet scheduled any sessions.   
 

8. Web Bridge 
Beth reviewed the status of this project.   
 

9. EAD and XML 
http://libinfo.uark.edu/SpecialCollections/findingaids/eadtest/xsloutput.html 
Tim and Arthur reported on this project and demoed their triumphant example finding aid. There will 
be a meeting next week to discuss the implementation of EAD for future finding aids.  Molly asked 
about the older finding aids – both those already on the Web and those currently available only in 
paper format in Special Collections.  Tim suggested that priorities would have to be established for 
these projects, though he has hopes that the master manuscripts database would supply basic 
metadata for all collections.   
 

10. Pryor Center / Digitization Standards 
Tim and Beth reported that Judy Ganson has convened a working group (name unknown) to discuss 
and plan for the audio and video content produced or acquired by the Pryor Center as well as to offer 
standards and structure for other digitization efforts.   
 

11. Spring Priorities 
Beth asked the group which projects had priority in the coming months.  The general consensus was: 
• learning collaborative content 
• digitization efforts 
• Special Collections site 
• EAD efforts 
• other branch libraries redesign 

 
Anne Marie also "promised" to bring a leisure reading draft to the next meeting.   

 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, February 13th   Æ  at 10 am.    
 
Respectfully submitted,  
B. Juhl  
6 oz.   
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