
Web Development Group 3/31/04 
Present: Batson, Boyd, Cantrell, Dye, Juhl, Morgan, Pearce, Santos, Simpson, Walker 
 
1. Minutes from 3/04/04 meeting  
 
2. Action Items / Questions 
 

-Digitization Guidelines  
Mary and Beth submitted a revised web page / framework for the documents 
and forms created by the Images Group: 
 

 http://libinfo.uark.edu/webdev/digitizationguidelines.asp 
 

The group agreed that these documents should now be sent forward to the 
Admin Group for their review. (Done 3/31; JG asked that the Collection 
Management Group review first.) 

 
 -Web Site of the Week 

Beth and Don demoed a long-desired “Web Site of the Week” utility that will 
allow Don to post a new web site of interest each week.  Previous WSOTWs will 
be sent to an online archive for browsing.  Molly will also be able to pull this data 
into a “What’s New” page.   
 
http://libinfo.uark.edu/eresources/eresources.asp 

 
 -Finding Aids Template 

The group agreed that Arthur could move forward applying the new template to 
the finding aids files.  Mary is still checking with OCLC/Amigos about editing the 
records; Beth has a call out to Computing Services about redirects from cavern.  
 
http://libinfo.uark.edu/SpecialCollections/libinfonew/3deltaaid.html 

 
3. StaffWeb Survey  
 

Beth distributed a compilation of responses to the survey.  There were 33 responses out 
of 103 staff.  Most comments were positive.  Many suggestions for improvement involved 
the overall organization / wordiness of the main StaffWeb page.  Anne Marie and Beth 
will look at possible re-organizing strategies.  In the meantime, we hope that the new 
Google utility will help staff find forms and documents on the Staffweb.   
 
Beth asked Sarah if there was time for the Usability Group to devise a similar online 
survey for the general public before the end of school.  Sarah will see if that group can 
adapt the 9-10 questions to capture similar input as to organization and content. We will 
need approval from IRB.   

 
(Brief survey results posted on 4/1; Google search added to main StaffWeb page on 4/1.) 

  
4. Project Reports 
 
 -WPA Interviews – Special Collections 

Cheri reported that this project is done, for the most part.  They are waiting for the AHQ 
issue to be digitized in ProQuest to make a link to the full text of the article.  We would 
like to feature this as a news items on the main page; Molly suggested that it would 
make a possible Books and Letters article, also.   
 
http://libinfo.uark.edu/specialcollections/wpa/ 
 



 -Facilities Form / Database 
Arthur reported on a major overhaul of the facilities request form, which now has a 
database back-end that allows Sheri to manage her open calls.  An email function has 
also been added, allowing Sheri to email specific records to Physical Plant, requestors, 
etc.  
 
http://libinfo.uark.edu/facilities/fjobsviewall.asp 
 
-Cascading Style Sheets / Navigation Buttons 
Arthur reported on a project to replace the image buttons used in left-hand navigation 
with buttons created by CSS.  An example page can be found at: 
 
http://libinfo.uark.edu/info/events2.asp 
 
CSS navigation is preferable as it is more accessible and easier to update.  However, the 
initial coding is complex as exceptions have to be made for certain browsers.  The group 
agreed that the new buttons are attractive and “a great leap forward.”  We decided to 
ask the Dean to review them before proceeding with implementing them through the site.  
 
Discussion of the buttons led to the question of whether we should reinstate a separate 
button for “Ask a Question.”  We had a button just for this but then combined it with 
suggestions to reduce the number of buttons.  We decided to try some drafts adding it 
back in, and perhaps finding another home for remote access info.   
 
(Dean Allen likes the buttons.  proceed!  4/1/04.)  
 
-Exhibit Database Backend 
Arthur reported that, because we have an increasing number of exhibits that have to be 
mounted quickly, and because the work of putting an exhibit online is very repetitive, he 
is developing a web-based system that would allow the images, thumbnails, etc. to be 
more easily managed.  He will work with Molly on this project.   
 

5. Arkansas Periodical Index  
 

Beth described the various indexes created by Elizabeth McKee, Andrea Cantrell, and 
their student assistants using InMagic database software.  These indexes are a valuable 
and unique resource for those researching Arkansas topics. However, to consult the 
indexes, researchers must now come to the Reference or Special Collections desks and 
ask a staff member for assistance.  It is a goal of the Libraries to find a way to make 
these resources available on the Web for all researchers to consult.  
 
The group discussed some of the options for placing these resources on the Web.  Beth 
will draw up a memo outlining options and pros and cons, which the group can then 
forward to Systems for their input.   
 

6. Server Problems 
Todd reported on continued problems with ASP services in Virgil shutting down. This 
caused the web site to be inaccessible for the amount of time it takes to restart the 
server processes.  There is no pattern to when or why this is happening.  He has 
installed several sniffers / monitors and is reviewing server logs to try and track the root 
cause.   
 

 
Next meeting: Possibly Wednesday, April 7th (if Beth gets that memo done!)  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
B. Juhl 


