
Web Development Group  4/11/06 
Present: Cantrell, Dixon, Dye, Juhl, Morgan, Pearce 
 
1. Minutes from the 3/14/06 meeting  
 approved 
 
2. Reports: 

 
a. Tutorial Working Group 

Judy reported on a new group that she is chairing, formed at Alberta Bailey's request.  This 
group is charged with developing interactive or multimedia tutorials to be posted on the Web 
site, using Camtasia software.  Several librarians, including Judy, have been developing 
interactive tutorials and it is hoped that this group will be able to help one another learn and 
develop some standard practices in tutorial development.  
 
Some tutorials will be general (e.g., Judy is working on a distance education tutorial in 
several modules) while others might be specialized for a particular class or database.  Judy 
hopes that most elements can be modularized so that modules can be reused in larger 
presentations.  The software is being loaded now and the group is looking forward to its first 
meeting.  
 
Jan observed that, even though she is not on this first group, the software may be a good 
way to go with future versions of the popular ARCGIS tutorial on the GIS site.   
 
Beth mentioned her concern in keeping the materials up to date once created.  Judy echoed 
this concern by mentioning the awkwardness of capturing screens with time sensitive 
information on them (exhibits, news, etc.)   
 
Todd briefly suggested certain file formats for saving the files, with Windows Media (*wmf) 
being the preferred format across platforms.  WMF usually does not require the end user to 
install or configure special plugins.  He also stated that a streaming media server would not 
be needed unless many users were expected to access the tutorials at the same time. He 
would like to be kept in the loop regarding file sizes and plans for files.   
 
Judy offered two examples of Camtasia tutorials developed at Northern Iowa to the group: 
 

http://www.library.uni.edu/instruction/tour.htm
http://www.library.uni.edu/instruction/unistar1.htm

 
b. MacDonald Imagery Project 

Jan reported on highlights from two recent GIS forums, in Northwest Arkansas and a 
statewide meeting in Little Rock.  The new version of GeoSTOR includes features that allow 
novice users to interact more readily with the data, for example, a map viewer application.  
More recent imagery data from Northwest Arkansas is now available online at Google Earth, 
National Map, etc.   
 
The MacDonald Group is currently looking at metadata needs for the series, roll, and frame 
levels.  Funding is not certain for the next year though a new REU student will be assigned.  
 

c. New Web Site Design 
i. Main web page 

Beth and Arthur showed the latest version of the page.  A few additions need to be 
made, such as "Pryor Center…"  Beth asked about permissions needed to use images 
from University Relations' image bank.   
 
All agreed the search box is deeply cool   

ii. New pages needed 
Beth asked for comments on Anne Marie's draft of the "Mullins Library" page that will 
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be needed for the new site design.  Aside from some grammatical and punctuation 
changes, most comments suggested shorter text and more links.  Beth will work on a 
draft for the next meeting. Other pages that are needed for the new design are 
"Computing" and "Give to the Libraries."  The latter already exists as a draft at 
http://libinfo.uark.edu/development/giving.asp and the group suggested a few 
tweaks in organization before going live. 

iii. Internal Pages 
The group reviewed 3 internal page templates and suggested changes to those.  All 
agreed that the search box should also be on the internal pages.  

iv. Staff preview 
Beth reported that April 15th was her deadline for a staff preview of the new site and 
May 1st for a public preview, with the site launch on May 15th.  discussed whether or 
not the preview pages should be screenshots or live pages.  There was fear that, 
while Web Services is developing the page, certain elements may not work while staff 
are previewing them. A compromise was to create an interim version with certain 
nonfunctioning areas greyed out.  Beth will work on a staff preview link and survey 
this week.   
 

d. Fay Jones Pages  
Beth and Arthur continue to work on new and expanded pages with Gretta Tritch, Ellen 
Compton, and Tim Nutt. Arthur is developing a spiffier new opening page while Beth has 
been working with Gretta on the database tables.   
 

e. Weekly Hours Page 
The hours page has been converted.  Systems was surprised about the 2:00 am closing time 
during finals.   
 
 

 
Next meeting: Tuesday April 25th at 10:00 am.     
 
Respectfully submitted,  
B. Juhl  
6oz.   
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