
Web Development Group 10/25/05 
 
Present:  Boyd, Candido, Cantrell, Dixon, Dye, Juhl, Miller, Morgan, Nutt, Kulczak (for Walker) 
 
1. Minutes from the 10/11 meeting –approved with two corrections from Dr. Boyd 
 
2.  Silas Hunt Legacy Awards Page 
 http://libinfo.uark.edu/silashunt/

Arthur reported on this quick project needed by the committee working to recognize African 
Americans of note.  The deadline for submissions is November 18th, at which time the committee 
members will need to be able to log in and record their rankings of various nominees.   
 
Arthur will add a visible caption acknowledging the photo source and linking to the main Special 
Collections page.  
 

3. Personnel Database Redo 
 http://libinfo.uark.edu/info/personnel2.asp
 

Beth reported on this project.  For some time, we have wanted to be able to display the multiple 
organizational assignments that staff have, though the database has not accommodated those 
multiple assignments very well.   
 
This new design is a completely different database, allowing up to three division / department 
assignments, in addition to new fields needed for the subject librarian page the Patricia Kirkwood 
and Beth are working on such as 2nd phone, 2nd office, office and desk hours, etc.   
 
It was agreed that we need to fix the apostrophe problem in Dean's Office. Apostrophes/ single 
quotes cause havoc in pulling text strings out of databases.  Beth and Arthur will work on a 
intermediate table that gives "display names" in addition to the values that are stored in the 
database itself.  
 

4. AgNIC project 
 http://www.agnic.org/

Debra reported that Luti's graduate student, Amresh, has forwarded to her the data collected so 
far for this project. AgNIC (Agriculture Network Information Center) is a portal program from the 
National Agriculture Library that draws together specialized ag information from dozens of partner 
libraries; UAF will develop the rice research portal.   
 
Although the AgNIC site itself is promising a major redesign with a new database structure any 
day now, we have decided to proceed with designing our local site.  We will contact AgNIC tech 
support to determine if we can use the same data structure as they do, and avoid duplication of 
effort (for example, we may be able to get extracts of our data periodically to mount on our local 
server).  Debra and Arthur will meet next week to begin the design phase.   
 
Luti hopes to have a basic site online by the end of the year.  
 

5. Arkansas Historical Quarterly Cumulative Index 
 http://arkindex.uark.edu/ahq/

Beth reported that this 700+ page document has been PDFed and posted on the Arkansas 
Publications Index web site.  It is not linked, yet, as we are waiting for the acknowledgements 
and the foreword from the editors.   
 
The Libraries have agreed to host this page-level index as a compliment to the article-level 
indexing found in the API database itself.  The group discussed how to help patrons understand 
the difference between the two resources.  Some suggestions were: to create a page, "Arkansas 
Indexes," listing the different indexes and explaining the difference; to do the same on the 
revised "Arkansas Links" page when Tim has a chance to work on those (not when he has 6 
meetings in one day!); to add a link from the Sources list (already done).   
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Other suggestions that came from the group were to indicate the file size of the entire PDF 
document (done) and to add a link at the top black menu bar in API to "Source List."  Beth will 
ask Elizabeth McKee about this last idea.   

  
Tim mentioned that he has a similar cumulative index for the Pulaski County Historical Review 
that is available for us to host as well.  Bring it on!   
 

6. Special Collections Thesis / Dissertation Request Page 
 http://libinfo.uark.edu/specialcollections/forms/storagerequest.asp

Arthur created this online request form so that patrons may request the archival copy of a thesis 
or dissertation from storage when the circulating or online versions are not available.   
 
The form is set to go to the speccoll@uark.edu account.  The group recommended that Special 
Collections use this in the footer of their web pages, since this account is not listed anywhere on 
their site.   
 

7. Web Site Redesign  
 
 a. Red/ Black site 

Beth stunned everyone with a chic black version of the black / red page.   
http://libinfo.uark.edu/webdev/bjnewwebsite/

 http://libinfo.uark.edu/webdev/bjnewwebsite/internal.asp
Response was politely appalled and demands were heard to bring back the drab grey version.  
Some suggestions were: make the library façade longer and move all lettering above it; make the 
library façade blend into the background a la USC (http://www.sc.edu/); use less black around 
the edges of the internal page, perhaps a thin border like a mat against white; get rid of "What's 
New."  
 
Arthur, Beth, and Molly will meet to try to generate a better graphic for this design.  

 
Beth asked about timeline.  Working backward from Jan 1st, the group need to have a good 
working draft ready by mid-November for staff and users to be able to offer comments.   
 

7. Other project reports 
 
 a. Engineering Honors Theses 

Debra reported on a meeting with Patricia Kirkwood, Phil Jones, Cheryl Conway, and Tim 
Nutt to discuss the feasibility and collecting Engineering honors theses.  She will keep us 
informed on what all agreed is an important initiative.   
 

b. KUDOS for GIS 
Jan reported that at a recent Geosciences Society meeting, the USGS handed out an 
information sheet on web sites for geospatial data.  The GIS links page at 
http://libinfo.uark.edu/gis/datalinks.asp was the only non-governmental site listed.  
 

Next meeting: Tuesday November 8th at 10am 
 
 Action / agenda items: 

• Arthur, Beth, and Molly to continue to rework web page designs 
• Beth to continue to develop engineering portal with Patricia Kirkwood 
• Molly and Anne Marie will continue to work on "Give to the Libraries" page 

 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Beth Juhl  
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