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Web Development Group - 11/17/10 
Present: Boyd, Brown, Candido, Cantrell, Ganson, Juhl, Lennertz Jetton, Morgan, Nutt, Spiegel, Walker 
 
Action items in Yellow. 
 
1. “Webometrics” and measuring our impact 
Ganson discussed possible goals for the coming year and described how the directors had come upon 
the WeboMetrics project in Spain (http://www.webometrics.info/).  This project ranks the web presence 
of universities worldwide based on several criteria, including: 

• The size and number of pages 
• The visibility of pages, determined by inbound links to pages 
• The number of rich files (Word, PDF, etc.0 indicating published scholarship) 
• Google Scholar Indexing 

 
While the Libraries cannot improve the UofA rank on our own, Ganson’s question to the group was how 
we could better document the impact of our web activities on the overall prestige of the university.   
 
The group discussed and demoed some of the analytical tools available to us now, including: 
 

• Google Analytics: beyond visits and hit counts to included demographics on traffic origins, link 
origins, time on site, etc.  

• AddThis Analytics: only active for about 6 months, but provides data on emailed links from our 
site, social bookmarking activities, and click backs from recommendations 

• Google link: searches to determine links in to our site.  (link:http://libinfo.uark.edu* results in 
47,000 pages, without filtering out internal traffic) 

• Google Scholar links to libinfo: about 500 (all AAS) 
 
Juhl discussed papers from a recent ARL assessment conference; while there were some very interesting 
studies that we might conduct, such as an “availability” study of ejournals, they focused on specific 
functions on the web site, rather than overall web presence.  She will look for more publications on 
Search Engine Optimization in libraries. 
 
Other ways that we might improve the web presence of the university included exporting Agri metadata 
for Google Scholar harvest, assisting professors with adding metadata to their pdf files,   and, most 
importantly, implementing an institutional repository (IR)for faculty and student publications.  Cantrell 
reported on a new campus service, RazorVault, that may act as a data warehouse for researchers.  He 
also reported on progress on the handle server component of the IR.   
 
Ganson concluded the discussion by asking the group to develop a broad goal to examine better 
methods of reporting web effectiveness and to recommend some measures that should be reported 
forward to the university administration.   
 
3. New Main Page / Integrated Search Service 
The group reviewed the prototype at http://libinfo.uark.edu/proto/  and discussed the custom search 
forms for various media types, as well as graphical images to represent those search functions.  Candido 
suggesting moving the Whole Hog tab to the end of that section (done).  The goal is to do a preview 
release around December 1st with a real launch in the Spring.   

 
 

Next Web Group Meeting: not sure!     

http://www.webometrics.info/
http://libinfo.uark.edu/proto/
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Respectfully submitted,  
 
B. Juhl  
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